Joy of the Gospel
Excerpts from Pope Francis’s Exhortation
The Social Dimension of Evangelization
#178 To believe in a Father who loves all men and women with an infinite love means realizing that
“he thereby confers upon them an infinite dignity.” To believe that the Son of God assumed our human
flesh means that each human person has been taken up into the very heart of God. To believe that Jesus
shed his blood for us removes any doubt about the boundless love which ennobles each human being.
Our redemption has a social dimension because God, in Christ, redeems not only the individual person,
but also the social relations existing between men.” To believe that the Holy Spirit is at work in everyone
means realizing that he seeks to penetrate every human situation and all social bonds.
#183 Consequently, no one can demand that religion should be relegated to the inner sanctum of
personal life, without influence on societal and national life, without concern for the soundness of civil
institutions, without a right to offer an opinion on events affecting society. Who would claim to lock up
in a church and silence the message of Saint Francis of Assisi or Blessed Teresa of Calcutta? An
authentic faith – which is never comfortable or completely personal – always involves a deep desire to
change the world, to transmit values, to leave this earth somehow better than we found it. We love this
magnificent planet on which God has put us, and we love the human family which dwells here, with all
its tragedies and struggles, its hopes and aspirations, its strengths and weaknesses. The earth is our
common home and all of us are brothers and sisters.
#187 Each individual Christian and every community is called to be an instrument of God for the
liberation and promotion of the poor, and for enabling them to be fully a part of society. This demands
that we be docile and attentive to the cry of the poor and to come to their aid.
#190 With due respect for the autonomy and culture of every nation, we must never forget that the
planet belongs to all mankind and is meant for all mankind: the mere fact that some people are born in
places with fewer resources or less development does not justify the fact that they are living with less
dignity. It must be reiterated that “the more fortunate should renounce some of their rights so as to place
their goods more generously at the service of others.”
#198 I want a Church which is poor and for the poor. They have much to teach us. Not only do they
share in the sensus fidei, but in their difficulties they know the suffering Christ. We need to let ourselves
be evangelized by them.
#207 Any Church community, if it thinks it can comfortably go its own way without creative concern
and effective cooperation in helping the poor to live with dignity and reaching out to everyone, will also
risk breaking down, however, much it may talk about social issues or criticize governments. It will easily
drift into a spiritual worldliness camouflaged by religious practices, unproductive meetings and empty
talk.

